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Mission Statement 

To know and love God as He is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, to bring others to His saving love, and to 
serve the world in his name. 



 

 

 

 

Welcome to St. John in the Wilderness 
We welcome you warmly to St. John in the Wilderness and invite you to share in our songs, 
prayers, and eucharistic feast. If you do not have a church family at this time, then we invite 
you to join in this fellowship of faith as we share life together as the Body of Christ. See the 

note to our visitors on the back inside cover for more information about receiving 
Communion and joining the church. 

 

 

Reminders for Worship 
● Children of all ages are most welcome in our worship services. Nursery care is 

available for children from infancy to pre-K across Rutledge Drive in our Parish 
House Education Building from 8:30am to 12:30pm. 
 

● You will find hand sanitizer in the pews and with the ushers. Please use it after the 
Peace and before receiving Communion. 
 

● Please participate in the service by singing and praying with us. At the time of the 
Peace, please take a few moments to leave your pew and greet others in the name of 
our Lord. 
 

● Formation is available for children, youth, and adults most Sundays from 10:10 to 
10:45am in our Parish House complex across Rutledge Drive.  

 
  



Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
8:45 & 11:00am 

PRELUDE:  Prelude on Brother James’ Air Searle Wright 

The Presentation of Our Lord: Candlemas Procession 

Volunteers from the congregation, preferably children, are given candles used in worship for a procession at the 
beginning of the service. The people carrying the candles line up two by two on either side of the aisle at the 
back of the church before the service begins. 

The congregation stands.  

Celebrant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

The Celebrant says to the people 

Dear people of God, forty days ago we celebrated the joyful feast of the Incarnation of 
Jesus. Today we recall the day on which he was presented in the temple, fulfilling the law of 
Moses. Led by the Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the temple, recognized the child as the 
Christ, and proclaimed him with joy. United by the same Spirit, we now enter this house of 
God, where we shall recognize Christ in the breaking of bread. 

Let us pray.  

O eternal God, who has created all things; on this day you fulfilled the petitions of the just 
Simeon: We humbly ask you to bless and sanctify these candles for our use. Graciously hear 
our prayers and be merciful to us, whom you have redeemed by your Son, who is the light of 
the world, and who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

The celebrant lights the taper. A member of the altar guild or the Deacon then uses the taper to light each 
candle as the following hymn is said. 

The Song of Simeon      Luke 2:29-32 Nunc Dimittis 

Lord, you now have set your servant free * 
    to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 
    and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant then says the following prayer  



 

Let us pray. 

O God, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged Simeon your light which 
enlightens the nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we who bear these candles 
and worship in this holy place may walk in the path of goodness, through Jesus Christ the 
Light of the World. Amen. 

Deacon Let us worship in peace. 
People In the name of Christ. Amen. 

The Entrance Hymn begins, and candles are processed into place. Once at the front of the church, the 
procession pauses. The pulpit candle is placed first, then each candlebearer gives their candle to the altar guild 
member or Deacon who places them on the altar and the reredos.  

ENTRANCE HYMN: No. 259  Hail to the Lord who comes Old 120th 

THE WORD OF GOD 

The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day 
presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

First Lesson: Malachi 3:1-4 

Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 



 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 84  Quam dilecta! 

The Psalm is read responsively by whole verse. 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; * 
he will give grace and glory; 

11 No good thing will the Lord withhold * 
from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O Lord of hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
  



Second Lesson: Hebrews 2:14-18 

Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same things, so 
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that 
he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to 
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 
being tested. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

As the music begins, all stand for the gradual hymn and reorient themselves to the Gospel of our Lord as it is 
processed into the congregation. 

GRADUAL HYMN:  No. 632  O Christ, the word incarnate Munich 

All remain standing as the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of 
Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons." 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 



a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel." 

And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts 
of many will be revealed-- and a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to 
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favor of God was upon him. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon The Rev. Josh Stephens 

After the sermon, there is a brief moment of silence. When the Celebrant rises, the congregation stands.  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 



  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People  
The Leader and People pray responsively. The Leader begins 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

We thank you for all the blessings of this life: for the love you have shared with us in your 
Son Jesus Christ, for our families, friends, and neighbors, for the gift of this parish family, 
and for all the abundance we know. Lord, in your goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader For the Holy Church of God across time and space, that your grace may increase 
among us as we seek to share Christ with each other and the world. Lord, in your 
goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader We pray for all who minister in your Church. We especially pray for Sean Rowe, our 
Presiding Bishop, and for José McLoughlin, our Diocesan Bishop. And be with all 
lay and ordained people as they do your work in the world. Lord, in your goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader We pray for our local community of Flat Rock and Hendersonville, and be with 
other communities where life is fragile and people are hurting, especially the people 
of Southern California following the wildfires there and the victims and their families 
of the plane crash this week. Have compassion on them and help us to respond 
faithfully to the needs of our neighbors. Lord, in your goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 



Leader We pray for our country and for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of 
the world, especially for Donald, our President, and Josh, our Governor. We pray for 
congress and the courts and for our state and local officials. Lord, in your goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader We pray for the people of this land. Grow in us a capacity for gratitude and patience, 
that we may encounter one another with open hearts and work together for the 
common good. Lord, in your goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader We pray for our enemies. Reconcile us to nations and individuals who wish us ill and 
forgive us for the hurts we cause and the divisions we kindle. Lord, in your 
goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble. We pray for all who 
are struggling to get by and we ask that you bring healing and hope to those on our 
parish prayer list; for Tawana, Mary, Bob, Dottie, Betsy, Margaret, John, Hal, Chuck, 
Harriet, Louise, Ann, Michael, Patty, John, Parker, Patsy, Marilyn, Daniel, Russ, 
Kirsten, Janet, Keyla, Susan, Wayne and Ann, Harry, Bennett, Bill, Hudson, Patty, 
Amanda, and Carol. Are there others? 

The people may include the names of those for whom they are praying either silently or aloud. 

Leader Lord, in your goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 

Leader We pray for all who have died, especially Patsy Bagwell and Ron Erickson, that they 
may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your goodness, 

People Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant offers a concluding Collect. 
  



Confession of Sin BCP p. 359 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  

Welcome & Announcements 

The Celebrant then shares an offertory sentence. 

  



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
The Offertory 
The ushers pass the offering plates and present the gifts of the congregation at the Lord’s table. 
Online gifts may be made using the QR code to the right. 

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC:  8:45  Sing of Mary, pure and lowly Plymouth Collection, 1855 

 11:00  With Songs of Rejoicing 

With songs of rejoicing sing praise to the Lord; 
For he has done marvelous things! 

Break forth into joy. 
His praises the lyre and the trumpet employ. 

The floods clap their hands, and the hills sing for joy. 
The seas with their roaring speak praise to His name. 
Come make a joyful noise. Sing to the Lord. Alleluia 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE: Praise God from whom all blessings flow Old 100th 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP p. 367 

The people remain standing.  The Celebrant faces them and says 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

  



SANCTUS  Hymnal S-129 

 

 

 

 

The people stand or kneel. 
 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 



Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with [                          and] all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 
of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

The Celebrant continues 
 



 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

 The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The ushers immediately begin releasing the congregation to share in the Eucharistic feast. A gluten-free option 
is available upon request. For further instructions about Holy Communion, see the note to our visitors on the 
back inside cover of the bulletin. 

The choir often begins by singing a hymn while the congregation receives the Sacrament. Following the choir’s 
hymn, please join in as we sing the Communion Hymn together. 

COMMUNION HYMN: No. 517  How lovely is thy dwelling-place Brother James’ Air 

Sending Out of Eucharistic Visitors 

Celebrant With whom will you share this communion? 

Eucharistic Visitors respond with the names of those to whom they will go. 

Celebrant  In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts 
that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 
body and blood. 

People  We who are many are one body, because we share one bread and one cup. 

Post-Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 

The people stand or kneel for the Post-Communion Prayer. 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, gives the blessing. 

The Blessing 



DISMISSAL HYMN:  No. 437  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord Birmingham 

The Dismissal 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, may dismiss the people with these words 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE:  Now Thank We All Our God Sigfrid Karg-Elert   



  



  



  



The Prayers of the People is that part of our liturgy which offers intercessions and thanksgivings to God. 
Worshippers, wherever they are in the church, are encouraged to offer aloud or silently their own such 
prayers during the appropriate part of the Prayers of the People.  As we pray, please remember those who 
are ill or with other needs: Tawana Gibbs, Mary McCarty, Bob Sundeen, Dottie Dalzell, Betsy Thagard, 
Margaret Barker, John Flowers, Hal Reid, Chuck King, Harriet Huiet, Louise, Ann Stringfield, Michael Jeffery, 
Patty Vint, John Taylor, Parker Mattern, Patsy Boehmer, Marilyn Jones, Daniel Mieras, Russ Adam, Kirsten 
Shepherd, Janet Thompson, Keyla Hensdill, Susan Rex, Wayne and Ann Kanipe, Harry Van Bergen, Bennett 
Stroman, Bill Pauli, Hudson Vangsness, Patty, Amanda Swan, and Carol Black. 

The Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of Ryan Patterson Webb, by Bess Tarkington Lee. 

Eucharistic Visitors share the Body and Blood of Christ with those who receive care from our Visitor 
Ministry. We thank God for the ministry of Clint Adams, Stephen Askew, Patricia Tanzer Askew, E.R. Haire, 
Art Mack, and Bill Taylor. 

To Our Visitors: We welcome you with all our hearts! You are also invited to come forward at the time of 
Communion to receive the Sacrament or a blessing. All baptized Christians are encouraged to receive 
Communion, including infants and children. To receive Communion, simply come forward to kneel at the altar 
if you are able. Put one hand in the palm of the other and the Celebrant will share the Body of Christ with you. 
You may then intinct or drink from the Chalice. A gluten-free option is available upon request. If you are not 
baptized, please come forward and kneel at the altar while crossing your arms over your chest to receive a 
special blessing, and we invite you to talk to the priest at any time about entering discernment for being 
baptized. Won’t you join with Christ and his Church on this journey of faith? 

If you do not have a church home at this time, then we hope you will make St. John in the Wilderness your 
church family. We find that through sharing life together as the Body of Christ, we are made whole and 
renewed daily. Talk to an usher or member of the clergy about joining this parish, or you are welcome to simply 
fill out a card in your pew and put it in the offering plate. We welcome you! 
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